
Talking Points 
 
Bullets you can use in interviews, articles or on social media   
• We would like to encourage everyone to back the arts with the new arts plate 

 
• The arts plate is a specialty license plate which is purchased through a personal choice made by 

Tennesseans 

 
• You can pick-up your new arts plate at your local county clerk’s office. You can call ahead to ensure 

availability. 

 
• You can exchange your license plate at any time. Your fees will be prorated. 

 
• It only costs $35 a year and 90% of the proceeds from your purchase directly support the arts in your 

community 

 
• Last year alone, over $6 million was invested in nonprofit organizations, public schools and artists 

across the state, distributed through the Tennessee Arts Commission, a state agency 

 
•  $4.5 million of that $6.3 million was generated by the Specialty License Plate Program 

 
• The Tennessee Arts Commission awarded $6.3 million to 377 schools, 246 organizations and 69 

individual artists in 85 counties 

 
• Funded organizations include: 

- (INSERT YOUR OWN COMMUNITY EXAMPLES)  
- The Oak Ridge Community Playhouse 
- Maryville’s Appalachian Ballet  
- The Dixie Carter Performing Arts Center 
- Stax Museum of American Soul Music 

 
• The grants created more than 25 million art experiences for Tennesseans 

 
• The new arts plate is the first new plate in over 10 years 

 
• Designed by Nashville graphic designer, Leslie Haines, the new arts plate reflects the traditional relief 

printing technique of letter press 

 
• The new arts plate is one of 4 arts plates. The others include: 

• Art is a Rainbow - designed by the late Memphis artist and educator, Burton Callicott. The plate 

debuted in 2002 

• The Fish and Cool Cat plates both designed by Murfreesboro illustrator, Norris Hall. Those plates 

debuted in 1997 

 
• Over 100 other organizations have joined the Tennessee Arts Commission in producing specialty 

license plates that benefit both their organizations and the Arts Commission 

 
• Tennessee is the leader in the country for art funding from sales of specialty license plates 

 
• Pick-up the new Arts plate today and show your support for the arts in Tennessee everywhere you go!  



Partners, what can you do to 
help? 
 
• Hang the posters you pick up today 

 
• Print the flyer from the toolbox and hang in public places 

 
• Use the provided art to create a print ad for your program/playbills 

 
• Use the provided art web ads for your website, e-blasts and social media sites 

 
• Customize the press release and send to your local media 

 
• Encourage your staff, board and friends to purchase a plate 

 
• Gather stories from recent past and on-going throughout the year of how the arts have made 

positive impacts on people and communities, and send those to the Tennessee Arts 

Commission to showcase as examples of how the arts affect change  

 
• Brainstorm events and opportunities where the Arts Plate can be showcased 

 
• Create incentives for those who purchase a plate 

 
 



The Communications Plan 
 
Poster  
Flyer  
Ads  
Web banners  
TAC web page  
Press release template  
Talking Points    


